BRITISH MILITARY  STRENGTH
it is therefore possible that their owners would feel
inclined to charter their vessels to Great Britain-
No matter how we may estimate the importance of
all these factors, and whether we agree with Sir Thomas
Inskip or not, the fact remains that the effect of air
attack on merchant shipping in the event of war is
likely to prove a very important factor, though up
to the present we are not in a position to say anything
very definite about it. One way or the other though,
in the event of war the question of merchant-shipping
tonnage will always be one of the vulnerable points
in Great Britain's defence.
Before we leave the problem of overseas supplies
and their defence in the event of war, a word is neces-
sary concerning a particular kind of safeguard which
has finally been adopted to a limited extent by the
British government under vigorous pressure: the
storing of reserve supplies of raw materials and food-
stuffs for use in war time. At the end of April 1938
it was announced that the government had purchased
big supplies of wheat, whale-oil and sugar for storage
as emergency rations in the first days of a war until
war-time shipping arrangements began to function
smoothly. The British government has also drawn
up a plan for the rationing and distribution of food-
stuffs in war time and a skeleton organization for
carrying out this plan has already been formed. The
most important officials who will have to carry out
these tasks have already been appointed and are
familiarizing themselves with them. In June 1938 a
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